
International and European Affairs



}Scene setting

}Broad range of PSRB international activities

}Some illustrations of current PSRB activity

}Opportunity for clarification questions 

}Discussion later in afternoon in groups



} Professional ðwith the characteristics of a ôprofessionõ:
ƁUnderpinned by an evidence-based body of knowledge and 

practical skills
ƁOften counter-intuitive and with an asymmetric relationship to 
ôclientsõ
ƁSubject to collective regulation with Register. Adherence by an 

individual practitioner, irrespective of workplace setting, to 
common values and an underpinning moral or ethical code,  which 
is more demanding than simply compliance with the law.

} Statutory ðestablished by Act of Parliament; precise 
regulation.

} Regulatory ðôBargainõ which limits freedom of 
practitioners in return for protection of good name of 
profession.

} Bodies ðôBodies Corporateõ which undertake these 
functions, either under Statute, Royal Charter or as a 
Company.



}The global ôplaying fieldõ, broadly divided 
into:
ƁEurope:

¶European Union, EFTA, EHEA

¶Treaties and EU Institutions

¶Europe-wide federations

ƁThe Rest of the World:

¶WTO and GATS

¶International Agreements

¶World-wide federations



}Safeguarding the ôpublic interestõ and individual 
ôclient interestsõ:
ƁFor all professional practice in the UK.
ƁFor all professional services provided by those with UK 

professional qualifications worldwide.
ƁFor all receiving professional services.

}Making the UK a trusted place for doing business 
and acquiring world-class professional services.

}Ensuring that UK-qualified professionals and UK 
qualifications have their true worth recognised 
world-wide.

}Promoting themselves and their ôbrandsõ as 
world-class businesses.



}Mutual recognition of professional qualifications:
ƁFor statutorily regulated practice

ƁUnder EU Directives

ƁBy mutual consent

ƁCommon Professional Platform development.

}Mutual recognition of educational programmes

}Mutual recognition of accreditation processes

}Bologna Process / ECTS / EQF

}Accreditation of non-UK delivered courses:
ƁIndependently provided by non-UK HEIs

ƁAs ôfranchisesõ of similar courses delivered in the UK



} Recognition of courses delivered partly outside the UK, eg
through ERASMUS.

} APEL of Non-UK learning.
} Establishment of overseas Examination Centres.
} Endorsement of courses for Exams provided overseas.
} Distance learning provision to overseas students.
} Examination / skill testing of overseas applicants for 

registration for UK practice (including language)
} Confirming validity of UK qualifications for employers, and 

for Immigration Authorities and NARICs.
}Acting as ôCompetent Authoritiesõ for Directive 2005/36 

and for Sectoral Directives / Use of IMI System



Statutory / Safeguarding Regulatory Processes

Business / Market Regulatory Processes

In Europe In ROW

Sectoral Directive with
Evaluation System (RCVS)

Overseas HEI and Franchised
Course Accreditation (IChemE)

Mutual and Joint 
Accreditation 
(RCVS)

Overseas Learning Provision
And Examinations (CII)

EURACE Accreditation
Project (FEANI / ECUK)


